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EWSHOT PARISH COUNCIL

THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF EWSHOT PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 9 MARCH 2026 AT 7PM
IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present: ClIr G Bredin (Chairman), ClIr E Jennings, Clir D Morgan-Jones and Clir C Turner.

In Attendance: ClIr S Parker (Hampshire County Council — HCC) (from 7.30pm). Alison Ball (Clerk).
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Apologies for Absence

Cllr T Stuart.
Clir T Collins (Hart District Council - HDC).

Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of Ewshot Parish Council held on 12
January 2026

RESOLVED: To approve the Minutes of the meeting of Ewshot Parish Council held on
12 January 2026.

Review of the Actions/ Issues Log

The Actions/ Issues Log was reviewed and updated.

Announcements from Chairman, Clerk and Members’ Questions

None.

District and County Council Report

Cllr Parker arrived late to the meeting as an earlier meeting had overrun which
meant he was not present for this item on the agenda. He provided an update later
in the meeting under ‘any other business’.

Declaration of Interests and Requests for Dispensations

None.

Public Participation

None.
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Planning

Additional planning applications received after publication of the Agenda
None.

Highways Issues

(a) Review of the Highways Log
A meeting would take place on Friday 13 March to informally discuss all the items
on the Highways Log.

(b) SID Repair or Replacement

The SID had been repaired by the manufacturer and had been returned. The
Chairman was testing the device as it did not appear to be working as it should. If
he could not get it working properly it would be returned to the supplier for further
repairs.

Hart Climate Change Engagement Group/ Net Zero Engagement Group

Cllr Morgan-Jones advised that he had recently attended the Climate Change
meeting at HDC. At this meeting there had been a very informative presentation on
solar panels and on retrofitting things such as insulation. There had also been a
discussion about green energy generation and how locally produced energy could
be consumed locally.

Councillor Turner advised that he had attended a meeting to discuss the use of
drones to carry out EPC surveys. There were a number of limits on this process that
made it unviable. Drones were not able to pick up heat loss from homes where the
roof contained lots of lead and it did not work very well with slate roofs. They
would also require cold weather and all the properties being surveyed to have the
heating on. These limitations meant that this avenue was not worth pursuing.

Biodiversity

Cllr Jennings advised that unfortunately the meeting with the landowners and the
Woodland Trust to discuss potential works within the woodland areas to improve
biodiversity had been postponed to the end of March. She would feedback once
this meeting had taken place.

The meeting with the Surrey Wildlife Trust to discuss a project to improve the links
between the existing woodlands was still scheduled to take place at the end of
March. An update on this would be provided at the next meeting.
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Fibre Optic Rollout

Cllr Morgan-Jones advised that he had been able to secure a response from the
Partnership Manager at CityFibre who had confirmed that Ewshot was still on the
rollout programme but no commencement date had been set. He would continue
to chase this up.

Farnborough Airport

Cllr Turner confirmed that notification had been received from Farnborough Airport
to say that whilst it had been hoped that the planning application would have been
considered at the March 2026 Rushmoor Borough Council Development
Management Committee this had been postponed. A new date had not been agreed
but was likely to be after the local council elections in May. Cllr Turner would
continue to monitor this.

Results of the Tree Inspection and recommended Tree Works

The annual Tree Survey had been carried out in September 2025 and had
recommended work to four trees. One of the trees that needed work was the oak
tree at Broomhill that was the subject of a Tree Preservation Order (TPO). An
application had been made to HDC requesting permission to carry this work out and
permission had been granted on 2 February. Quotes had been sought and received
from three companies for the work set out in the survey and for some additional
work to the trees in and around the play area.

RESOLVED: To accept the quote from AM Vodden Transition Trees of £1,980.00 for
the tree works set out in the survey plus some additional works on trees in and
around the play area.

Asset Register

Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated the Asset Register which had been
reviewed and no changes were recommended as there had not been any purchases
or disposals during the year.

RESOLVED: To confirm the Asset Register as circulated.

Risk Assessment

Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated the Risk Assessment which had been
updated very slightly to reflect current arrangements.
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RESOLVED: To adopt the Risk Assessment as amended.

Grass Cutting 2026

At the last meeting it had been agreed to appoint NJL Boxgreen for grass cutting and
it had been requested that the Council agree to sign up for three or five years to help
NJL Boxgreen with future planning. A commitment had been made to only make
annual increases based on RPI for the three/five year term.

RESOLVED: To appoint NJL Boxgreen as the grass cutting contractor for 2026 and
two future years, based on the quote of £310 per cut plus £50 per weed kill with a
minimum of 13 cuts and two weed kills during the season with a RPI price adjustment
on each annual anniversary.

Bin Emptying 2026/2027

The bin emptying contractor had advised that there would be no price increase from
1 April 2026. This was known during the budget setting process and had been
reflected in the budget figures. The company had continued to provide an excellent
service and was very reliable. It was recommended to continue with them for
another year.

RESOLVED: To appoint Larkstel to empty the bins for 2026/2027 and the Chairman
be authorised to sign the contract.

Grant Applications

A grant application had been received from the Crondall and Ewshot Village Pump
Group for funds towards a Big Day Out for older people from within Ewshot and
Crondall. The event would be taking place on 17 June and would involve a trip on a
riverboat with a meal. Funding was also being sought from Crondall Parish Council.

RESOLVED: To award a grant of £250 to the Crondall and Ewshot Village Pump Group
to be used towards a Big Day Out for older people from within the village.

New Laptop

The Clerk advised that the current Parish Council laptop, which had been purchased
in March 2018, needed to be replaced. She had been looking at the options available
but in order to get a good deal would need some flexibility on the purchase. She
requested delegated authority to choose and order a new laptop and that a
maximum budget be set for this.
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RESOLVED: That the Clerk be authorised to purchase a new laptop up to a maximum
cost of £850 excluding VAT.

Insurance 2026/2027

The Parish Council insurance policy was due for renewal on 13 April. Renewal
documents had been received from the current provider and included an option to
sign up to a three year fixed rate agreement which meant the cost would be slightly
lower than the current year. There had been no issues with the current provider and
they had responded well to queries during the year and during the renewal process.

RESOLVED: To renew the insurance policy with the current insurers Ecclesiastical
Insurance via the broker Clear Councils at a cost of £746.19 and that the Council
commit to a three year fixed rate agreement.

Interim Internal Audit Report

It was noted that an interim internal audit had recently been completed and the
report of the auditor had been circulated. The recommendations in the report
related to Assertion 10 and the levels of reserves, both of which would be addressed
later on the agenda.

It was AGREED to note the interim report of the internal auditor.

Assertion 10 Requirements

During the internal audit interim inspection the internal auditor had recommended
that the requirements of Assertion 10 be set out in a report to councillors for
consideration. Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated a report setting out the
requirements of Assertion 10, what the council was doing or had done to meet these
requirements and what was still needed. The outstanding actions would be
addressed in the items below.

It was AGREED to note the content of the report.

New Website

As part of the consideration of the requirements of Assertion 10 the website had
been checked for accessibility and compliance. Whilst the current provider had
confirmed that the website did comply with the requirements they had suggested
that a website MOT be conducted at a cost of £95 to check for any faults and for
them to suggest any changes. This was a reduced cost as an MOT had been
conducted in July 2024 which had focussed on layout and presentation rather than
accessibility.
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The Clerk had also received a quote from another website provider for a new website
that would be fully compliant with the requirements of Assertion 10. The Clerk was
aware of this company and knew them to be an excellent service provider who were
very responsive to queries. There was no cost for the new website and ongoing costs
would be similar to the current provider. Prior to the meeting the Clerk had sent an
example of a similar website for members to look at.

RESOLVED: That a new website be set up with Parish Online and that the website
and email support be transferred to Parish Online.

Model Publication Scheme

The Council considered the adoption of the Information Commissioner’s Office
(ICO) Model Publication Scheme in order to ensure compliance with the Freedom
of Information Act 2000 and to improve transparency in the Council’s operations.
The Scheme set out the types of information that a public authority, such as a
parish council, should routinely make available to the public.

RESOLVED: That the ICO Model Publication Scheme be adopted.

Ewshot Publication Scheme

The Council considered the adoption of a Ewshot specific Publication Scheme which
set out the specific data held by the Parish Council and where members of the public
would be able to find the information.

RESOLVED: To approve the Ewshot Publication Scheme.

Data Audit

The Clerk advised that a data audit had been conducted. This had last been done in
2018 and it was a process to consider all the data held by the Parish Council and
check that it was needed and being processed correctly. A document had been
circulated before the meeting setting out the full details of the data audit.

It was AGREED to note that the data audit had been conducted.

Privacy Notice

The Parish Council was required to have a privacy notice. One had been approved in
June 2018 and this had been reviewed to check it was still relevant. The notice set
out what is personal data, why it is being collected and what the council needed it
for. The review had shown that the document was still relevant and fit for purpose.
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It was AGREED to note that the Privacy Notice had been reviewed and was still
relevant and fit for purpose.

Subject Access Request Policy

The Council considered a Subject Access Request Policy which set out how the
Council would deal with any application from a member of the public asking about
information held by the Council about them.

RESOLVED: To approve the Subject Access Request Policy.

Allocated Reserves and Project Finance

Prior to the meeting a table had been circulated setting out the Parish Council
allocated and general reserves. This document showed that the general reserve was
approximately £20,000 which was appropriate for a council of this size. Funds were
allocated to projects and to building funds for the future replacement of the play
area equipment, the tennis court and the car park surface. The document also
showed new projects and the funding set aside for these.

RESOLVED: To approve the list of allocated reserves and project finance.

Approval of Payments

The following payments were approved:

POWERTO

SPEND

February Payroll £613.92* LGA 19725111

March Payroll £613.92 LGA 1972 5111

HMRC - tax + NICs — to be taken by direct debit fVariable LGA 1972 5111

Lloyds — account charge — taken on or before 18 of £4.25 LGA 1972 s111

each month

Castle Water, water bill: taken by direct debit fVariable LGA 19725111
on/around 21°% of each month

Scottish Power, electricity bill: taken by direct debit on £25.58 LGA 1972 5111
or around 23" of each month

Larkstel — Bin emptying (February) £226.09 Litter Act 1983

s5-6

Larkstel — Bin emptying (March) £226.09 Litter Act 1983

s5-6

Peter A Housden — Tennis Court pressure wash £504.00* LG (Misc Prov)

1976519

JRB Enterprise — Dog Poo Bags £76.68* LG (Misc Prov)

1976 519
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April Skies — Interim Internal Audit
Imprint Colour — printing communications leaflets
Andrew Vodden Transition Trees

Crondall and Ewshot Village Pump — Grant

Roy Pople — Map of Ewshot
Clear Councils — Insurance

Date of Next Meeting

£200.00*
£65.00
£1,980.00

£250.00

£19.00*
£746.19

LGA 1972 5111
LGA 1972 5111
Open Spaces Act
1906 ss9-10

LG (Misc Prov)
1976 519

LGA 1972 5111
LGA 19725111

It was noted that the next meeting would take place on 13 April 2026.

Any Other Business

Clir Parker advised that HCC was starting to prepare for the May elections and as a
result there was little to report. Work was continuous to address the poor
condition of the roads with pot holes being repaired every day. If any pot hole was
not being repaired in a timely manner he requested that details, including the HCC
reference number from the original report, be sent to him for follow up.

Cllr Morgan-Jones suggested that a welcome pack be put together for new
residents to the village. Cllr Bredin advised that this was already done by the
church and he would approach the vicar about including some information from

the Parish Council.

The meeting ended at 7.36pm.



